
What do Christians learn 
from the creation story?
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• Close eyes and listen to Louis Armstrong’s ‘What A Wonderful World’, 
then tell the Jewish and Christian creation story from Genesis 1:1–25 
in child-friendly language. You might introduce it using guided 
visualisation (see Resource Sheet 1).

• Give time for pupils to write or draw what they think is wonderful 
about the world in light of the initial activity and the creation story 
— ideas can be added to the display of photos in a creative manner. 
Collect pupils’ questions as you go through.

• Talk about what this God must be like — recall learning from KS1 
Unit 1.1 God. If God is Creator, what kind of God must God be? List 
some ideas. (You might like to use James Weldon Johnson’s poem 
to get pupils to think about what God’s perspective might be; see 
Resources.)

• Go back outside. In pairs, pupils take a digital image of something 
that has the ‘wow factor’ from the human-made world, perhaps 
something that represents human ingenuity, kindness or capacity for 
appreciation of beauty. Add these to the display. 

• Now, reading the text from a Bible, share Genesis 1:26–31, focusing 
on what it says about humans being made in God’s image and being 
given control over the earth.

• Look together at a translation of the Bible from the original text (for 
example, the International Children’s Bible; see Resources). Ask pupils 
to count the number of times that the words ‘good’ or ‘very good’ 
are used to describe how God sees creation. Discuss what parts of 
God’s creation in the story were good/very good (ensure that humans 
are one feature in the discussion). How good and clever is creation/
the natural world? Add any extra ideas to the list describing what 
Christians think God must be like from this story. 

• Pupils share a time when they have created something they thought 
was good or really liked, for example, a story/picture/design/model/
poem. How did they care for their own ‘very good’ creation and how 
did they want others to treat it? Talk about how people look after the 
‘wow’ objects humans created. Explain how many Christians believe 
that God cares for his own creation, including humans. Ask pupils to 
write instructions God might give to humans to make sure the world 
stays ‘very good’; for example, how to look after animals.

• Talk about the key question: what do they think Christians learn from 
this story?

CREATION/FALL
What do Christians learn from the creation story?

 OUTCOMES
BY THE END OF THIS UNIT, PUPILS 
ARE EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO:

  Place the concepts of God and 
Creation on a timeline of the 
Bible’s ‘Big Story’.

  Make clear links between 
Genesis 1 and what Christians 
believe about God and 
Creation.

  Describe what Christians do 
because they believe God is 
Creator. (For example, follow 
God, wonder at how amazing 
God’s creation is; care for the 
earth in some specific ways.)

  Ask questions and suggest 
answers about what might be 
important in the creation story 
for Christians living today, 
and for people who are not 
Christians.

 YOU MIGHT LIKE TO START WITH...
A trip outside to the school playground, local park, forest, beach, and so 
on. Carry out an activity to help pupils identify ‘wow factors’ in nature. 
For example, give each pupil a piece of card shaped as a paint palette 
with double-sided sticky tape on and ask them to find examples from 
nature to stick on it. Can they fill it with all the colours of the rainbow or 
every shade of a particular colour, without destroying any living plants? 
Or ask pupils to shut their eyes and listen to ‘nature’s symphony’ — 
can they hear bees, birds, leaves rustling, waves lapping? Recreate as 
many of these sounds as possible using resources from the surrounding 
natural environment. Ensure that pupils are helped to focus on what 
they find wonderful about the world in each activity. In pairs pupils take 
a digital image of something from nature that they feel has the ‘wow 
factor’. Discuss choices and use images to start a display.

CORE LEARNING 

MAKING SENSE OF THE TEXT

  KNOWLEDGE  
BUILDING BLOCKS

PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT 
CHRISTIANS BELIEVE:

• God the Creator cares for the 
creation, including human beings.

• As human beings are part of 
God’s good creation, they do best 
when they listen to God.

• The Bible shows that God wants 
to help people to be close to him 
— he keeps his relationship with 
them, gives them guidelines on 
good ways to live (such as the Ten 
Commandments).

• [Building block from EYFS: 
Christians believe God made 
our wonderful world and so we 
should look after it.]

NOTE: Teachers should read the 
Essential Information pages before 
teaching this unit.
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NOTE: If pupils are not moving on to activities from the story of temptation in the Digging Deeper section of this unit, 
the story of Adam and Eve from Genesis 2:15–17 and Genesis 3 should be shared with them here, perhaps using The 
Lion Storyteller Bible. The Fall should be placed on the ‘Big Story’ timeline.

MAKING SENSE OF THE TEXT

Present pupils with three, six or nine (depending on 
ability) areas that people could learn about from the 
Christian creation story. For example:

• Humans
• God 
• Animals
• Nature 
• God designed the world 
• The world is ‘very good’
• God created the world from nothing 
• Humans are responsible for the earth 
• The world is amazing.

• In groups, discuss what pupils think can be learned 
about each area from the creation story. Ask them 
to decide which are the most important two for 
Christians, and why — allow a range of views. 

• Remind pupils that not everyone is Christian or 
believes the world was created by God. Ask pupils to 
think of other reasons why nature and humans are 
important, and why we should look after the world 
and each other.

• Pupils to decide upon one thing that everyone in  
the class can try to do over the next week to make  
the world ‘very good’ (whether or not they believe  
in God). 

MAKING CONNECTIONS

• Give pupils a model kit, with no instructions, and ask 
them to make the model. What problems do they 
encounter? Discuss how much better it would be to 
have some instructions from the maker/designer or 
even better, have the designer with them! Make a link 
between this and the way Christians view the Bible — 
the Maker’s Manual which is inspired by God to give 
his people a way of understanding life and how to  
live it.

• Set up a maze in the classroom. Blindfold a pupil — 
ask him/her to make their way through the maze. 
How does she/he feel? Then give the pupil a guide 
to help and lead. How does she/he feel now? Did the 
pupil feel happier with or without the guide? Draw 
comparison between this and how Christians let their 
Creator be their guide through life; they do best when 
they listen to God. Ask pupils to recall how the Bible 
helps Christians. (It guides them through life, helping 
them to understand life and how to live it.)

• Ask pupils: what instructions does God give to 
humans for treating the Earth as God’s good 
creation? Read Genesis 1:28–30. Ask pupils what they 
think it means. Use Resource Sheet 2 which offers 
some possibilities. Ask them to decide which are the 
most likely and the least likely meanings.

• Show a picture of an overgrown garden. What would 
someone need to do to look after it? Christians 
believe that God ultimately owns everything that is 
just put into human hands to be looked after. Humans 
are ‘stewards’ or perhaps ‘caretakers’ of the world 
for God. Look at some case studies of how some 
Christians try to look after God’s world (see Resource 
Sheet 3):

• The monks and nuns at Mucknall Abbey in 
Worcestershire try to set an example of caring for 
Creation 

• A new movement of Forest Churches tries to 
reconnect with Creation

• Ruth Valerio is an example of a Christian who tries 
to love God and his Creation

• See KS1 Unit 1.2 Creation for an introduction to the 
Christian conservation movement A Rocha and their 
‘Living Lightly’ campaign. 

• Explain that there are many ways in which people 
can be God’s stewards, and that this extends beyond 
looking after nature. People can give their time, money 
and talents to look after everyone and everything. 
Recall times when pupils in the class have done this 
— perhaps the whole class have given of their time, 
money and talents for a school-run charity event.

UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT
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  KNOWLEDGE  
BUILDING 
BLOCKS

PUPILS WILL KNOW THAT:

• The Bible tells a story (in 
Genesis 3) about how humans 
spoiled their friendship with God 
(sometimes called ‘the Fall’).

• This means that humans cannot 
get close to God without 
God’s help.

• The Bible shows that God wants 
to help people to be close to him 
— he keeps his relationship with 
them, gives them guidelines on 
good ways to live (such as the 
Ten Commandments), and offers 
forgiveness even when they keep 
on falling short. 

• Christians show that they 
want to be close to God too, 
through obedience and worship, 
which includes saying sorry for 
falling short.

CREATION/FALL
What do Christians learn from the creation story?

 OUTCOMES
BY THE END OF THIS UNIT, PUPILS 
ARE EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO:

  Place the concepts of God, 
Creation and the Fall on 
a timeline of the Bible’s 
‘Big Story’.

  Offer suggestions about 
what the story of Adam and 
Eve might show about human 
nature and how to act.

  Describe how and why 
Christians might pray to God, 
say sorry, forgive and ask for 
forgiveness.

  Make links between what 
stories in the Bible say about 
human beings, and pupils’ own 
ideas about how people should 
behave.

DIGGING DEEPER 

 YOU MIGHT LIKE TO START WITH...
Leaving a covered bowl in the classroom with a sign saying ‘Do not 
touch’. This bowl could be full of chocolates to tempt pupils into taking 
one. It could also be full to the brim with feathers — when the cover is 
taken off, the feathers can go flying, the mess becoming worse with 
efforts to clear up, so perpetrators may find themselves caught red-
handed! Discuss what temptation is and whether any of the class were 
tempted to look in the bowl. Look together at images where people might 
be tempted to do something (for example, take sweets from a shop or 
drop litter), ask pupils to identify who is being tempted and by what.

• Recap learning about creation. Use a timeline of the Bible (use the Frieze, 
for example) and get pupils to place Creation and God at the start of 
the ‘Big Story’ of the Bible. At this point in the story, everything was very 
good indeed. What do they think happens next? Look at how Creation 
moves into the Fall on the frieze, to help pupils articulate their ideas 
beyond initial ones. 

• Share the story of Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:15–17 and Genesis 3) with 
pupils in a dramatic and engaging way. Ensure that the tree, God’s 
command, Adam, Eve, the serpent, eating of the fruit, hiding from 
God and the punishment are all included. Talk about pupils’ ideas and 
responses to the story. If there is a ‘hidden meaning’ or a message in 
the story, what would it be? Tell them they are going to explore what 
Christians think about the meaning of the story.

• Ask pupils to work out where in the story Adam and Eve are tempted, are 
disobedient, pass the blame, and even try to hide from God. Link this to 
pupils’ own experiences of being tempted and disobedient (this would 
be a good point to remind them of the activity involving the bowl of 
feathers/chocolates). Make the point that Adam and Eve went further 
than just being tempted — they gave in to temptation! 

• Select pupils to take the roles of the man, woman and snake. For God 
you might leave an empty chair, but have a pupil offering to be God’s 
spokesperson to answer questions. Ask pupils (in pairs) to come up with 
questions for each character, then use these for hot-seating, where 
pupils in role try to answer the questions from their understanding of the 
story. Make a note of the best questions.

• Think, pair, share/wheels within wheels discussion: What do you think 
about Adam and Eve’s behaviour? Was it wrong? See if pupils can offer 
some different ideas: get them to start sentences with ‘on the one hand … 
on the other hand…’. Pupils may be fairly judgemental that Adam and Eve 
did something they had been told not to do, and blamed each other. If they 
seem judgemental, inquire whether or not they know of anyone who has 
ever acted disobediently, or blamed another person — the likelihood is that 
most of the class will know of people who have acted in these ways.

• Explain that the part of the story where Adam and Eve eat the fruit is 
known as ‘the Fall’ and is important for much Christian belief. By being 
disobedient, Adam and Eve ‘fell’ from being close to God. This also 
damaged the relationship between people and God, people and each 
other, and people and the natural world. Do pupils now have any more 
comments to make about the Fall on the frieze of the ‘Big Story’ timeline?

• To see how well pupils understand the story, you might ask them to 
work in pairs or groups to produce the front page for the Eden Times 
newspaper. They should choose a suitable picture and headline, say 
what happened, and include a quotation from God, Adam, Eve and the 
snake. Good answers will explain the idea of ‘the Fall’ — that this spoiled 
the friendship between humans and God and that humans cannot get 
close to God again without God’s help. Remind pupils of the unit’s key 
question — what do Christians learn from the creation story?

MAKING SENSE OF THE TEXT
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MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

• Remind pupils of the Parable of the Lost 
Son from their KS1 work. Retell the first 
part of the story, in Luke 15:11-17. Ask 
pupils to put themselves in the role of the 
son and write on speech bubbles what 
they are going to say to the father on their 
return. Read the end of the parable and 
focus on the son’s words — he apologises 
and asks to be a servant. The father is 
so delighted to welcome the son home! 
Ask pupils to suggest what this might 
show about Christian beliefs regarding 
forgiveness and the importance of 
apologising. Explore how the father must 
have been waiting for his son’s return, and 
how this might show how keen God is to 
welcome people back to him.

• See if pupils can link Genesis 3 and the 
Parable of the Lost Son (see Resource 
Sheet 6). What if the Lost Son met up with 
Adam and Eve? What would they say to 
each other? 

• Remind pupils that the story of Adam and 
Eve showed that humans are not always 
good. Take the following statements and 
do a human bar chart, or have a ‘snowball 
discussion’ about whether or not they 
agree with the statement, bearing in mind 
what they found out in the story:
• The world is good
• It is easier to be bad than to be good 
• Humans are good
• It is easy to resist temptation
• It is never tempting to be good
• It is good to be forgiven

• If pupils find this difficult, as a class 
beforehand they can list some reasons 
why the statements might be correct or 
incorrect. Talk about why. Remember the 
creation story says the world is good/very 
good; but humans choose bad things too 
sometimes. Whose fault is it? 

• Reflect on the question ‘What do 
Christians learn from the Creation story?’ 
In light of their learning, discuss what 
pupils think people today can learn from 
the stories of Creation and Adam and Eve. 
Ask pupils if people other than Christians 
or Jewish people can learn something from 
the stories — and if so, what that could be.

MAKe SENSE  
of the text 

UNDERSTAND 
the impact 

MAKe  
CONNECTIONS 

Select and weave 
together activities 
to achieve the 
outcomes 

OUTCOMES

• Point out that Adam and Eve do not say sorry in the 
story. They are also punished by God. However, God does 
provide them with what they need (for example, clothes) 
to survive outside of the Garden of Eden, reflecting the 
Christian belief that God still cares for people and wants 
to bring people back to being close to him. One way is 
through giving them guidelines for living:

• Show pupils the Ten Commandments (see Resource 
Sheet 4). Ask them what people must have been doing 
if God needed to give them these rules. Discuss the 
meaning of each. Explain that the Bible gives some 
guidelines on good ways to live. By following God’s 
rules, Christians can be close to God (which he wants). 

• Place each commandment at a different point in the 
room alongside an eleventh spot saying ‘My Own 
Commandment’. Ask pupils to stand next to the one 
they consider the most important, a) to the people of 
God to whom the rules were given, and b) to Christians 
today, and call upon them to justify their decisions. Give 
pupils opportunities to change their minds if they wish 
during the discussion. Then add a twelfth spot saying 
‘All of them’. Does this change any pupils’ positioning? 
Why? Talk about how hard it would be for Christians to 
keep all of the commandments. Ask pupils to suggest 
ideas for what they might do if they cannot love and 
obey God as much as they would like.

• Explain that many Christians believe it is important to 
say sorry when you have done something wrong. It is 
important to accept responsibility rather than pass the 
blame (as Adam and Eve tried to do). Some Christians 
may say prayers to God to show how sorry they are, or 
take part in a sacrament called confession/reconciliation 
/penance, which is a special time to say they are sorry 
to God, and pray for forgiveness. Give pupils some 
information about what Christians do to say sorry (see 
Resource Sheets 5A and 5B for information). Get pupils 
to describe three ways Christians might say sorry, and 
three reasons why they believe this will help them grow 
closer to God. 

• Ask pupils to define forgiveness. Explore the idea 
of forgiveness by telling a story in which the main 
character behaves badly. For each act of bad behaviour, 
put a puff of air into a balloon — keep going until it’s 
almost ready to pop (allow pupils to become involved 
in storytelling, devising appropriate bad actions for the 
main perpetrator). When the character admits his/her 
wrongdoings and says sorry at the end, let the air out, 
showing the belief that God can forgive and people can 
have a fresh start again. This can happen even when 
people keep on falling short.

UNDERSTANDING 
THE IMPACT
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ESSENTIAL 
INFORMATION

CREATION/FALL
What do Christians learn from the 
creation story?

BACKGROUND FOR TEACHERS 
Genesis (the first book of the Bible) begins with 
the Hebrew word ת’שארב [bereshit], which is often 
translated as ‘In the beginning’. This is the very 
start of the Creation story, which is placed at the 
very start of the Bible. (See also Unit 1.2 Creation 
in KS1 for more background information on 
Genesis 1.)

For many Christians, this story may be about the 
beginning of the world, but it is also about the 
start of the relationship between God and God’s 
creation. Much of this extended story focuses on 
God’s relationship with people.

It does not take very long before a rift in the 
relationship emerges (see Genesis 3). Adam and 
Eve eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil — the one thing that God has commanded 
them not to do. Many Christians talk about this as 
being the moment when sin enters the world — or 
‘the Fall’. Of course, there is much to be discussed 
here — why does God allow humans to bring sin 

into the world? Why was the tree put in the same 
place as Adam and Eve themselves? Why does Eve 
seem to think she must not even touch the tree? 
These are just some of the questions this story 
throws up.

However, a theme running through the story is 
that of individual choice. Adam and Eve chose 
to disobey God. Then they neither apologised 
nor took responsibility for their actions, Adam 
blaming Eve and Eve blaming the serpent. 

Whilst the story seems to tell of a time when two 
human beings did something wrong and were 
punished, most Christians would say that it is 
really doing more than this. It also indicates what 
all human beings are like — being tempted to do 
things their own way rather than following the 
good guidance of a good Creator God, and often 
ending up doing the wrong thing. It also offers an 
explanation for why the world is not always ‘very 
good’ — humans have spoiled things.

COMMENTARY ON THE TEXT AND ITS MEANING(S)
GENESIS 1:1–2:3

Many cultures and religions have creation stories. 
There are some similarities between Genesis 1 and 
other creation stories from that time and that part 
of the world. An important feature of the creation 
story in the Bible, however, is that unlike others, 
it has only one God, who is all-powerful. God is 
able purposefully to form a well-designed world 
in an orderly manner, and over which he is Lord. 
Christianity teaches that God created the world 
from nothing. 

The story (which is read by some Christians 
as being a kind of poem) recounts how God 
creates each part of the world on each day. This 
culminates with the creation of human beings on 
the sixth day. 

Humans are made in God’s image and are the 
pinnacle of created life. God imposes order on 
his creation, blessing humans and giving them 

dominion, authority, over every living thing. This 
is usually taken to mean they are to look after the 
world on God’s behalf — presumably in a way that 
God would approve.

Some Christians take this story literally, whereas 
others do not. Although the question of whether 
the story is literally true may crop up in a Year 3/4 
classroom and should not be brushed under the 
carpet, it is not the focus of pupils’ work until 
Year 5/6. In this unit, pupils will be progressing 
from their work on Creation in Year 1/2, and will 
concentrate on how Christians say ‘thank you’ to 
God the Creator, and look after the world. 

NB: It is now against the law to teach the six-day 
Creation in Science as a scientific account of the 
origin of the universe. You can talk about it in RE 
as a belief held by some people. Most Christians in 
the UK do not believe in a literal six-day creation, 
although there may well be pupils, e.g. those from 
a Pentecostal background, who do.
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• Pupils could look at how God cares for his Creation in the Bible. There are many examples of this, such as God 
providing manna for the children of Israel when they had no food in the desert.

• Pupils might enjoy finding out about Adam giving all the creatures their names in Genesis 2.

• An additional text about temptation might be Matthew 4, the Temptation of Jesus. 

GOING FURTHER

RESOURCES
Teachers should share both the stories of Creation and Adam and Eve with pupils. Even if pupils are not going on 
to complete the deeper cycle of learning, it is crucial for their overall understanding of the ‘Big Story’ of the Bible  
that they know the story of Adam and Eve, and that this shows how humans changed both God’s world and their 
relationship with God.

Teachers can find the texts at www.biblegateway.com. The International Children’s Bible is clear and accessible.

Child-friendly versions should be used with pupils when telling the stories. Bob Hartman’s excellent Lion Storyteller 
Bible (Lion Publishing) is worth buying for the classroom. 

James Weldon Johnson’s poem is available on ‘Poem Hunter’: www.poemhunter.com/poem/the-creation 

A Rocha: http://arocha.org.uk 

Mucknell Abbey: www.mucknellabbey.org.uk 

Ruth Valerio: http://ruthvalerio.net/about-me 

Forest Churches: www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/environment/resources/forest-church 

COMMENTARY ON THE TEXT AND ITS MEANING(S)
THE STORY OF ADAM AND EVE, GENESIS 3.

At the end of the Creation story in Genesis 1, the world is 
‘very good’. The story of Adam and Eve focuses on what 
happens next in this ‘good’ world. 

Adam has been told by God not to eat from the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, and Eve knows a version 
of this commandment too. Eating from this tree is the 
one and only thing that God forbids Adam and Eve to 
do. However, both of them give in to the temptation 
to eat the fruit of the tree, an action that comes with a 
huge price.

This is the first time that something has gone wrong in 
God’s very good world, and it is not caused by God (who 
is completely good), but by humans. The story can be 
read as an insight into human nature — people are not 
always good. As part of God’s creation, humans should 
obey God, but this can be very difficult to do. In the case 
of Adam and Eve, disobeying God is presented as humans 
corrupting the good world and bringing evil into it. 

This ‘Fall’ changes the relationship between humanity 
and God. Humans are punished and forced to leave 

the Garden of Eden. The Bible goes on to show ways 
in which people can be close to God after this Fall. This 
recognition of failure, and also the desire to be close to 
God, are reflected in Christian practice today.

Christians disagree about the nature and purpose of this 
text (and all of Genesis 1–11). Some see Genesis 3 as an 
historical event concerning two real individuals; some see 
it as ‘proto-history’ — not concerned with literal events 
but introducing the themes and concerns of ‘salvation 
history’ which begins in Genesis 12–50; some read it as 
‘mythic’, in that it is not literally true but contains some 
truths about human nature and human relationships with 
God, other humans and the natural world. 

Whatever the perspective, most Christians would agree 
that the text supports the idea that God is Creator and 
worth worshipping, that Creation is good and worth 
preserving, that humans have the capacity to be both 
good and bad, but that they tend to turn away from God 
and need God’s help.
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DOWNLOADABLE RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT: 
WWW.UNDERSTANDINGCHRISTIANITY.ORG.UK

CREATION 
VISUALISATION

INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
LOOKING AFTER 
CREATION

CASE STUDIES FOR 
LOOKING AFTER  
THE EARTH

THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS

PRAYING FOR 
FORGIVENESS

GETTING RIGHT  
WITH GOD

THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS

4 © Copyright RE Today Services 2016, used under licence.  
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Why not use this as the basis for an imaginative, experiential activity for your pupils? Amend as you see fit, as appropriate 
to your pupils. You might like to play music, without words — I always liked using Jan Garbarek’s first track on ‘Officium’, 
but you may have something better (www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfodIWqR0II ).

You may think it helpful to look at some images of huge seas, islands, valleys, mountains, cliffs, orca whales and so 
on, beforehand, if you think your pupils will struggle with imagining some scenes — although this may limit their own 
responses. They are your class, so you make the call!

USE THIS SCRIPT TO ENABLE PUPILS TO ACHIEVE SOME STILLNESS 
“I want to help you to use your imagination and think for 
yourself. What you’ll have to do is listen carefully to what I 
say, and let your mind be quite still and quiet. 

To help you do this, I want you to sit comfortably, put your 
hands in your lap, and rest both feet on the floor. When 
you’re comfy, you can close your eyes ... (pause) Have a 
little peep if you want to, but then keep them shut, and 
listen carefully ... 

Listen first to any sounds you can hear around the school ... 
people moving next door, or in the corridor, or traffic on the 
road outside ... 

Then forget about those noises: when they come along, 
they won’t disturb you. 

Notice the noise of your own body, especially your 
breathing ... don’t change your breathing, but just feel the 
air as it moves slowly into your nose, and then out again, 
feel the way your chest moves gently up and down, as you 
breathe ... You can count your breaths in your head if you 
like — one, two, three … (long pause) ... and now notice how 
still and calm the room feels, how still and calm you feel.

NOW MOVE ON TO THE CREATION STORY
I want you to imagine that everything is dark — completely 
black. Emptiness. You can’t see anything. You can hear the 
sound of a strong wind whistling past you. 

Imagine you hear a noise — a deep noise, like a rumble of 
thunder … lt’s a voice: LET THERE BE LIGHT!

Immediately light appears. Bright light fills your eyes — 
white, intense, all around. You have to shade your eyes. 

Your eyes adjust to the light. You can see water flowing 
past — huge waves — monstrous waves high above you.

You hear that thunderous voice again: SEPARATE!  
And the water subsides. Sky appears above it — clear, calm, 
serene, peaceful.

The voice again: LET LAND APPEAR!

Below you, the blue-green water moves and shrinks. Tips of 
islands become visible, coming out as the water goes down 
— sharp, pointed, rocky mountain-tops.

As the water retreats, more land appears. Islands — joining 
into a large mass of land — huge hills, valleys, vast cliffs — 
and the sea pounding against them.

As you watch, plants begin to grow on the land — trees, 
bushes, grass, flowers. The land is covered in a carpet of 
green with splashes of colour.

You hear the voice: IT’S GOOD!

You look up — there’s a huge orange globe appearing from 
behind a mountain-top — fat, shimmering, burning. You can 
feel the heat on your face as the sun rises into the sky.

Now you’re walking on the land — along the edge of a cliff, 
but not too close! There is soft grass under your feet.  
It’s silent except for the sound of the waves washing up  
the beach below.

It’s a beautiful but empty landscape. You stand there, 
looking out to sea.

There’s a rumble of thunder — it’s the voice again, but you 
can’t quite make out what it said.

Suddenly, out in front of you, a huge creature bursts out of 
the water — glistening black and white, sleek and pointed, 
scattering spray. It flops back into the water with a crash 
which echoes from the cliffs. It leaves a patch of white 
water and waves, moving slowly outwards.

A squawk catches your attention. You notice a seagull 
flying along the cliffs, being joined by hundreds of others 
from the cliffs — swirling, diving, calling out. The sky fills 
with them.

You turn and start walking inland. Trees either side, filled 
with the chatter of birds.

Suddenly you stop. There ahead of you is a family of 
rabbits, nibbling the grass. They don’t run away as you walk 
close. You reach down and stroke them.

You seem to be in a garden — birds, animals, flowers, trees, 
sunshine — but there’s something missing.

Behind you, on the other side of some trees … you hear 
some voices, laughter … people are there …

[Pause] Things fade and go to black.

You become aware of noises around you in the classroom.

You’re back in class.

When you are ready, open your eyes.”

You might want pupils to record an immediate response,  
in words or pictures — what they saw, heard, felt, etc. 

2A.1 CREATION RESOURCE SHEET 1:
CREATION VISUALISATION
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2A.1 CREATION RESOURCE SHEET 2:
INSTRUCTIONS FOR  
LOOKING AFTER CREATION

CHRISTIANS SEE THESE AS GOD’S INSTRUCTIONS  
TO HUMAN BEINGS, FROM THE FIRST BOOK IN THE BIBLE:
God blessed them and said, “Be fertile, increase in number, fill the earth, and be its master. Rule 
the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that crawl on the earth.”

God said, “I have given you every plant with seeds on the face of the earth and every tree that 
has fruit with seeds. This will be your food. I have given all green plants as food to every land 
animal, every bird in the sky, and every animal that crawls on the earth — every living, breathing 
animal.” Genesis 1:28-30 (God’s Word translation)

What do you think these instructions mean? How should human beings treat God’s Creation?

Here are some suggestions. Choose the MOST likely and the LEAST likely meaning. Explain why.

All Christians should  
be vegetarian.

Put all the animals in 
zoos so you can show  
that you are ruling  

over them.

Do whatever you want 
with the Earth  

– you’re the boss!

Leave the earth alone  
– it doesn’t belong to 

you.

Care for plants and 
animals — they belong  
to God, but you are the 
gardeners and farmers.

There is plenty of  
food for all, but don’t  

be greedy.
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How do you think the monks and nuns of Mucknell Abbey, Ruth Valerio, and the Forest Churches 
show that they love God and Creation? Guess first, then find out more here:

2A.1 CREATION RESOURCE SHEET 3:
CASE STUDIES FOR LOOKING 
AFTER THE EARTH

MUCKNELL ABBEY 
www.mucknellabbey.org.uk

A group of monks and nuns live in 
an abbey in Worcestershire.

They moved there in 2010, 
rebuilding some old farm 
buildings. They have built their 
abbey carefully so that it is kind to 
the Earth. They want to live more 
simply, more sustainably, more 
lightly on the Earth. They want to 
be more aware of how their life 
links to others in the world around 
them. They want to live their lives 
in celebration of God’s creation, 
being grateful to God, and living 
with generosity and hospitality.

Alongside the usual prayer, work 
and worship of an abbey, the 
Mucknell community focus on 
treating the Earth well. They built 
the abbey using technology to 
help sustainable living: high-
grade insulation to limit heat loss; 
using a biomass fuel boiler for the 
heating; getting electrical power 
by using PV panels and heating 
water using solar water-heating 
panels during the summer months. 

The new buildings also harvest 
rain water, which is stored in a 
huge tank. This water is used for 
showers, to flush the toilets and 
water the kitchen garden. Waste 
water from the abbey is treated in 
a bio-digester on-site. 

The community grow their own 
vegetables and have an organic 
orchard with over 15 different 
types of apples! 

Find images of the abbey here:  
www.acanthusclews.co.uk/
newspdf/MUCKNELL-ABBEY-
BOARDs.pdf

RUTH VALERIO 
ruthvalerio.net/about-me

Ruth is a mum with two daughters, 
an author, vegetable grower, wife 
and pig-keeper all rolled into one!

She works to persuade people to 
look after the Earth, starting by 
looking after people in their local 
area. She keeps an allotment to 
grow vegetables, and shares food 
with other people in the area by 
putting together what they grow 
and sharing it out fairly. 

She is part of a church in 
Chichester. She works for A Rocha 
UK — a Christian organisation that 
tries to help people to care for the 
Earth better.

She and her husband run Valerio 
Jewellery (valeriojewellery.com),  
a fair-trade jewellery company. They 
make sure that the Earth is not 
harmed when gold and silver are 
mined for their jewellery, and that 
workers are paid a fair wage.

She does simple things around the 
home to look after the world better:

• Turns off unwanted lights or 
chargers

• Uses low-energy light bulbs
• Turns the heating down just a little
• Makes sure fruit does not go to 

waste in the autumn, by making 
pies, jams, apple sauce, lemon curd, 
things that keep for ages in jars

• Has water butts to collect rainwater 
to use in the garden

• Has a compost bin for food waste,  
so she can use it in the garden

•  Grows plants that bees and 
butterflies like

•  Shares gardens with other people 
who want to grow vegetables but 
don’t have space 

•  Uses charity shops for clothes 
sometimes, instead of always buying 
new stuff

•  Makes Christmas presents rather 
than always buying something 

FOREST CHURCHES 
http://bit.ly/1OQmS0z

Groups of Christians are making 
links to the land — remembering 
when sacred places were found in 
the countryside, and when worship 
often took place outside rather 
than in a building. They call these 
gatherings ‘Forest Church’.

Christians who go to Forest 
Church see it as a way of 
connecting with God in nature. It 
isn’t just normal church happening 
outside, instead it tries to take 
part in creation. It isn’t just a 
fellowship group of Christians 
doing an outside activity. Members 
of Forest Church groups aim to 
learn, worship, meditate, pray 
and practise with the trees, at the 
spring, along the sea shore...

They hope to find the presence of 
God in the open air and in nature. 
They want to encourage a love of 
creation, a love which will lead all 
people to care for it. They also look 
for healing between nature and 
human beings, and within human 
relationships.

One local group has set up Mossy 
Church — a mix of Forest Church 
and Messy Church…

One member wrote after a day at 
Forest Church: 

The best thing about the day was 
meeting other like-minded people, 
and learning so many new things 
about nature, how to walk, how to 
listen. It was very inspiring and also 
healing, a good way to get in touch 
with God through nature. 

Elizabeth
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2A.1 CREATION RESOURCE SHEET 4:
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Then God spoke all these words: 
I am the Lord your God. I brought you out of the land  
of Egypt where you were slaves.

• You must not have any other gods except me.
• You must not make for yourselves any idols. Don’t make 

something that looks like anything in the sky above or on 
the earth below or in the water below the land. You must 
not worship or serve any idol. 

• You must not use the name of the Lord your God 
thoughtlessly. The Lord will punish anyone who is guilty 
and misuses his name.

• Remember to keep the Sabbath as a holy day. You may 
work and get everything done during six days each week. 
But the seventh day is a day of rest to honour the Lord 
your God. 

• Honour your father and your mother. Then you will live a 
long time in the land. The Lord your God is going to give 
you this land.

• You must not murder anyone.
• You must not be guilty of adultery.
• You must not steal.
• You must not tell lies about your neighbour.
• You must not want to take your neighbour’s house.  

You must not want his wife or his men or women slaves. 
You must not want his ox or his donkey. You must not  
want to take anything that belongs to your neighbour.

© International Children’s Bible 

Christians believe God wants people to come back to him, and gives these guidelines to help 
them live the right kind of life.

What must have been going on for God to need to give 
these commandments to his people?

List at least three things that would be different in the 
world today if everybody obeyed these commandments. 
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SORRY: IS IT THE HARDEST WORD?
Is it easy or difficult to say sorry? 

Discuss this with your partner: If you are caught doing a bad thing, which of these is the easiest 
to say? Why?

Christian people believe God is interested in our actions. They say that God wants people to be good and never to choose 
evil. Christians also believe God is ful of mercy and very forgiving. So what happens when Christians do bad things?

Christian children are taught to admit when they are wrong. A verse from the Bible says: ‘If we confess our sins to God, 
then He is faithful, and just, and will forgive us our sins, and clean us from all wickedness’ (1 John 1:9). When Christians say 
the Lord’s Prayer, they ask God for forgiveness, and promise to forgive others too. 

2A.1 CREATION RESOURCE SHEET 5A:
PRAYING FOR FORGIVENESS

‘It wasn’t  
my fault. Other 

people did  
worse than me.’

‘You don’t 
understand!  

It didn’t turn out  
how I expected.’

‘I wasn’t  
really being  
bad. I didn’t  

mean it.’

‘I’m sorry, it  
was my fault.  
I was wrong.  

Please forgive me.’
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WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO ADMIT YOU ARE WRONG AND ASK FOR FORGIVENESS?

There are four different examples of Christian practice below. Get pupils to read them out 
loud to each other, and think about which ones are the best way for Christians to say sorry to 
God and ask for a fresh start. With their partner, write a note about each of these four ideas, 
saying which they think are the best and why. Which one don’t they like so much? Why?

Christians say that to become a better person you must admit what you have done wrong, ask for God’s forgiveness, 
try to put it right and commit yourself to following God’s way. Ask pupils how they think a person can become better. 
Ask if they can create a four-point ‘personal improvement plan’ for someone!

FOUR WAYS FOR CHRISTIANS TO BE RECONCILED TO GOD 
What is good about each one? Which would be best for a Christian?

2A.1 CREATION RESOURCE SHEET 5B:
GETTING RIGHT WITH GOD

PRAYING FOR FORGIVENESS

Lots of Christians confess their sins privately, as 
part of their prayers to God. Here is an example of a 
young person’s prayer:

  ‘Dear God, this week I have told some lies, and 
been unkind. I lost my temper and I forgot to thank 
mum and dad for lots of things. I wish I had been 
more loving. Please forgive me, and please help me 
to live more like Jesus next week. Amen’ 

Many Christians say that praying like this brings a 
sense of peace and a fresh start when they need it.

SYMBOLISING FORGIVENESS

In an Anglican church, the person leading 
the service has a large flat cross painted with 
blackboard paint on show at the front of 
church. She chalks onto the cross some ways 
humans go wrong. She writes: selfish/mean/
unkind/dishonest/greedy/rude. She asks if the 
congregation want to add any more words to the 
cross. Everyone spends a short time in silence, 
considering anything they are sorry for doing. Two 
children come to the front of church with dusters, 
and wipe the cross clean, whilst the congregation 
sings a simple song: ‘Lord have mercy, Christ have 
mercy, Lord have mercy.’ (There are many versions 
on YouTube. This one might be suitable:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MGVBuQHcMk )

RECONCILIATION WITH GOD

In the Roman Catholic Church, a person can 
confess to their priest, who will tell them that God 
forgives them. This is called the ‘Sacrament of 
Reconciliation’. A person tells the priest the things 
they have done wrong. The priest may ask the 
person to do something, or to pray, to try and put 
right what has been done. The priest tells  
the person ‘God forgives all who are truly sorry.  
Go in peace’ (different words may be used at 
different times).

SHREDDING YOUR SINS: THE GOD OF  
SECOND CHANCES

A church youth group wanted to show how 
forgiving God is. They gave everyone a piece of 
paper. ‘Write on the paper all the things you are 
ashamed of, and fold it in half,’ they said. All the 
young people did this. They brought three office 
shredders to the front of church. One person stood 
behind each shredder, and every time one of the 
young Christians put their ‘page of shame’ into 
the shredder they spoke these sentences from the 
Bible: ‘God is full of mercy. Your sins are forgiven.  
Go in peace.’ The young people said afterwards  
it was a very moving way to express how sorry  
they felt.
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2. The most important 
scene in the parable of 

the Lost Son

2A.1 CREATION RESOURCE SHEET 6:
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

1. The most important 
scene from Genesis 3, 

Adam and Eve

From these stories, write some 
sentences to talk about what 
Christians believe:

God is...

People are...

God wants...

If people...

Use the space below to draw the most important scenes from the stories of Adam and Eve, 
and the Lost Son. Use panel 3 to make links between the stories.

3. Draw or write down 
any ideas that show links 

between the stories
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